Human T-lymphotropic virus-1 (HTLV-1) can cause adult T-cell leukemia/ lymphoma (ATL/L), which is a rare and aggressive type of blood cancer.
Introduction
Human T-cell lymphotropic virus (HTLV-1) is a retrovirus, infecting CD4+ lymphocytes. In Iran, the main highly endemic regions for HTLV-1 are the Northeastern regions, particularly Mashhad and Neyshabur. [1] Adult T-cell leukemia/lymphoma (ATL/L) is a rare and aggressive blood malignancy, associated with HTLV-1.
Therefore, the clinical manifestations and pathological characteristics of malignant lymphoma of the head and neck need to be considered in HTLV-1 endemic areas.
Proper diagnosis of ATL/L would inevitably lead to appropriate treatment and better prognosis. To the best of our knowledge, concurrent expansion of mandibular and maxillary bones has not been reported thus far; however, some cases of ATL/L accompanied by facial bone involvement have been reported. [2] [3] In this paper, we report a case of ATL/L with unusual manifestations including mandibular, maxillary, and palatal expansion as well as tooth mobility in a patient with HTLV-1.
Case Report
The patient was a 45-year-old man who had referred to The patient's teeth were all loose and displaced.
Diastema, which was observed in all teeth in both the upper and lower dental arches, appeared after jaw expansion. According to the patient's self-report, the oral mucosa was normal. We did not find any palpable lymphadenopathy in the head or neck region.
Radiographic and laboratory tests were performed. After about 50 days, the patient was referred to our department again. Another blood test was ordered.
As the comparison between the results of the two tests severe hypercalcemia were reported in this region. [10] Moreover, cases of ATL/L with hepatosplenomegaly, lymphadenopathy, skin lesions, and numerous osteolytic skull lesions have been reported in a previous study.
[11]
Our patient did not show any remarkable symp- Conclusion ATL/L is a rare hematological disorder in the oral cavity. However, physicians and dentists should consider this malignancy in the differential diagnosis of jaw swelling or generalized rarefaction, particularly in HTLV-1 highly endemic regions.
